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Marrakech, Morocco, 29 September 2016

Marrakech, Maroc, 29 septembre, 2016

Weeks ahead of COP22, about 20 African ministers commit to reducing
the vulnerability of African agriculture to climate change.

Faced with insufficient rainfall, frequent droughts, demographic pressure,
over-exploitation of land, inappropriate agricultural practices, and
inadequate use of fertilisers, African soils are weakened, if not exhausted in
some cases. The most notable phenomena contributing to this situation
include: erosion, chemical degradation (nutrient loss, salination,
acidification, etc.), and physical degradation (soil compaction, silting,
etc.). Soil management is, therefore, a major issue, especially that African
soils hold a great potential for carbon sequestration. Notably, 65% of the
planet’s unexploited arable lands are found in Africa. And solutions do exist;
they just need to be supported in their development and implementation.

An initiative to reduce the vulnerability of African agriculture to climate
change

Launched in April 2016 under Morocco’s impetus, the initiative for the
Adaptation of African Agriculture to climate change was born out of the
observation that Africa, Agriculture, and Adaptation are only marginally
taken into accountininternational negotiations and climate-fund allocations.
While all three are particularly vulnerable to climate change, they can also,
and above all, play a major role in providing solutions.

The AAA initiative intends to act on two main levels:

e The Negotiations level, in order to place the Adaptation of African
Agriculture at the heart of COP issues and challenges, and obtain an
equitable distribution of climate funds between adaptation and
mitigation.

e The Solutions level, in order to promote and foster the implementation
of concrete and innovative projects in terms of soil management,
agricultural-water control, climate-risk management, capacity building
and funding solutions.
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A High Level Meeting to rally Africa around the initiative for the
Adaptation of African Agriculture to climate change :

About 20 African ministers are meeting on September 29th and 30th, in
Marrakesh  (Morocco), alongside representatives from leading
international institutions (FAO, the World Bank, ADB, among others), as
well as scientists and experts. The aim of this High Level Meeting is to rally
all stakeholders —whether in the area of agricultural development or in the
fight against climate change — around the AAA initiative. In all, about 30
countries are represented in this Meeting. It is intended to be an
opportunity to share agricultural solutions and good practices that can be
extended across the entire African continent. AAA initiative adopts a
project-based approach that represents concrete ways to funding.

This meeting will also mark the launch of the #weAAAre campaign. This
campaign will focus on raising public awareness and mobilising the
international community to act in favour of the AAA initiative in the lead-
up to COP22, which will be held this year in Marrakesh from November 7th
to 18th.

In terms of implementation, the initiative can lean on the great dynamic
that is currently energising south-south cooperation, as well as on the
ongoing rapprochement between African states, which is a priority for His
Majesty King Mohammed VI.

Indeed, AAA seeks to serve Africa’s interests in such a way as to enable the
continent to become a key player in climate-related issues.



